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Family Funeral 
Directors 

Serving the 
Local Community 
Since 1948

161 London Road, Dover, Kent. CT17 0TG
T. 01304 201665  www.wjfarrierandson.co.uk

Gas Safe registered
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Editor’s Welcome

Welcome to the autumn issue of Rivall.

(apparently!).

the Sunday.

much the banging headache on Monday morning!.

more so this year as it wasn’t raining or blowing a gale as usual. From local 

Kent sunshine.

be a lot less fun.

All the Best

Rick
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River Parish Council
CLLR. CHRISTIANE ATKINS VICE-CHAIR

A huge thank you
a fantastic success! We were delighted to welcome over 2,000 visitors for a 

The arena was alive with spectacular performances from Taylor Dance Academy

Lau Fu Dragons. The Fuddlers
while Rose & Vi provided wonderful live music throughout the day.

well as over 50 stalls for arts and crafts. 

welcome the friendly sheep from Wolverton Farm
who proved to be a big hit with visitors of all ages.

sponsors and everyone who came along to support the event.  We can’t wait 

please sign up to our new newsletter. 

Simply scan the barcode to register.

all at 7pm at the Methodist Church in River.
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A View from the Vicarage

 
 

mentioned that I have been serving here in River for over 19 years. I have 
been blessed in our community as my children have grown up and to see the 

anyone who lives here).

It’s always good to celebrate which is why we have a calendar of  
 
 

largest island and one of the poorest countries on Earth. I’ll be visiting  
Madagascar at the invitation of the Archbishop Gilbert Rateloson  

 
 

cathedral I will be consecrated as assistant Bishop. 

 
donations will support my ministry there. 

[cont]

6



 
preparing for ordination in their Bible College. 

 
 
 

parishioners of whom I am the Curate (I share the Cure of Souls with the 

step of faith.

The Revd Dr Andy Bawtree – Vicar of River

Could You Foster?

Kent Fostering is looking for people from all walks of life to provide 
safe, stable and caring homes for children and young people across Kent.

Right now, local children need foster carers who can offer support,  
guidance and a sense of belonging. Whether you’re single, married,  

renting or own your home, fostering may be an option for you.

As a foster carer with Kent Fostering, you’ll receive:
 • Competitive fostering payments
 • Full training and ongoing support
 • A dedicated social worker
 • Access to local support networks and specialist advice 

If you have a spare bedroom and a desire to make a difference to  
a child’s life, we’d love to hear from you.

Find out more - tel: 03000 420 002                     www.kentfostering.co.uk
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We have staff who live in River,
you can’t get more local!

01304 246111 • www.tersons.com • 27–29 Castle Street, Dover CT16 1PT

TersonsDover Tersons_Dover

Local Expertise 
Smoothing your Move.
Lettings & Property Management
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62 LONDON ROAD
DOVER   KENT CT17 0SP

TEL/FAX: 01304 240071

✰ Domestic and contract flooring
service

✰ Large selection from stock for
immediate delivery and fitting

✰ Rugs at discount prices

✰ Free planning and estimating
service

Est. 1993

PRIVATE TUITION 
4-11 YEARS 

Kent Test Boost 
Con dence Building 

Special Needs Support 
Help With SATs 

Individually tailored lessons with a 
supportive and experienced  

Primary School Teacher 
Enhanced DBS check 

 Fiona Bill, BA(Hons), PGCE 
07817 066978 

 CLIVE WARMAN
GENERAL BUILDER

EXTENSIONS ·  BRICKWORK
PLASTERING ·  RENDERING

ROOFING ·  GUTTERING
GENERAL REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES
NO VAT

RIVER RESIDENT

TEL: 01304 820596
MOBILE: 07710 593987

       Gard
       Pond C

       Chi
       Pat

den / Pond Design,
Cleaning / Mainten
ild Safe Pond Cove
tios - Decking - Fen
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River Bowling Club

 
 

year. (Perhaps a bit too hot!)

The club has welcomed many new members to the bowls club. We had 
several people who came along to try out bowls at the fete.

 

give you an introduction on how to play bowls. There are different sizes of 

Living Lively - River Voices 
Community Choir for the over 50s 
This group recently sang in Garlinge with  

several other groups from East Kent. 

This group of men and women continues to meet  
 

We are a very friendly group. Come along and have a free taster session -  
Matthew on 07951 572920  

or email: matthew@livinglively.org.uk

Lunch Club

Sarah on 07513 053322 
or Jan on 07809 467757. 
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River Gardeners’ Association

Summer Cup winners shine in a 
fantastic village show!

This year’s Summer Flower Show brought out the very best of our village tal-
-

entries was higher than ever.

Summer Show Cups - Sat 4th July 2026

Most points in show, excluding Photography & Cookery - P.  Wrighty

Best Exhibit in Show (Horticultural)
B. Jaconelli - Specimen Gladioli

Best Exhibit in Show (Non-Horticultural)

Most points in Vegetable Section - R. Burvill

Most points in Fruit Sectio

Most points in Flower Section - P.  Wright

Best Exhibit of Sweet Pea Classes - P.  Wright

Most points in Sweet Pea Classes - P.  Wright

Winner of Class 39 - P.  Wright

Most points in Rose Classes - P.  Wright

[cont]

M
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Best pot plant (Floral)

 Best pot plant (Foliage) - K. Warren

Best pot plant (Flowering Begonia) - P. Knight

Best Pot Plant (Fuchsia) - P. Knight

Most points in Floral Art Classes - P. Knight

Most points in Cookery Section - H. Fyfe

Best Exhibit in Children’s Section - W. Spiers

 
Most points in Children’s Section - W. Spiers

 
Shortbread Round

A huge thank you to everyone who entered, volunteered, or simply came along to 
enjoy the day. Events like this thrive because of the community behind them - and this 
village never disappoints.

Autumn Show – Saturday 5th September
-
-

  
Coffee Morning & AGM – Saturday 31st October, 10am

10am. It’s a great chance to catch up with neighbours and hear updates on the 
year’s activities. Everyone is welcome — whether you’re a long time member 
or simply curious about getting involved.

[cont]
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The Family Silent Disco – 21st November

 
with summer. 

21st November, the village hall 
 

Family Silent Disco.  
 

absolutely no noise complaints —  

Headphones on. Lights up. Let’s make November unforgettable!

Vibe: American Supper Style!    

to the hall.

Pricing (Fun for Every Budget)

Adults: £10
Under 18s: £5 (Must be accompanied by a paying adult)
Family Ticket for 2 Adults and 2 Children

Important Ticket Info – Pre-Booking Essential!
 

Ticket Deadline: Midnight on Tuesday 21st October 2026

Status: TICKETS ON SALE NOW!    
https://rivergardeners.com/event/the-family-silent-disco
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LYDDEN LIFTS 

Instant estimate available here: 
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Delivering high quality print at affordable prices since 1888

THE PRINTING HOUSE, DOUR STREET, DOVER, KENT CT16 1EW

info@adamsprinters.co.uk 01304 211202 www.adamsprinters.co.uk

Need a Hero?
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CALL DALE/MATT ON
07917696961/07517505832
dalephilpott7@outlook.com

Run by the community, for the community

Chit Chat is open as usual on a Monday 
and a Friday 8.30am to 2pm at River 
Methodist Church on Lewisham Road, 
come and enjoy our barista coff ee, 
wonderful homemade cakes, or come for 
lunch and enjoy one of our homemade 
lunches.
Breakfast is served until 11:15 am or you 
could have an all day breakfast on the last 
Friday of the month.

Everyone welcome, friendly welcoming 
space for all.

All day breakfast served on last Friday of 
each month until 12:45.
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Specialist Cleaning of Carpets-Upholstery-Leather-Oriental Rugs-Hard Flooring 
 

                                          N.C.C.A. Trained & Certified 

                   Woolsafe Trained 

                   Established 1980 

Call 01304 821466 or 07770 524506 

KEVIN DOWLE & SON
01304 826080 or 07977 001447

Garden Clearance & Maintenance, Lawn Mowing ,
Hedge Trimming, Digging & Planting, Fencing, Gravelling & Brickwork,
Window & Patio Cleaning, Rubbish Clearing & Tip Runs

Painting, Household Chores and any other odd jobs

          The Old Crows Nest, 89 London Road, River, Dover, Kent CT16 3AA 

07977 001447

4 Park Place, Dover, CT16 1DF
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Fitness 4 Life  

‘adopting a healthy, active lifestyle that you can maintain forever, rather than  

 and 
 

The government guidelines are to do the following: 

1. AEROBIC ACTIVITY (Cardio): 

Examples include: brisk walking, water aerobics, cycling, dancing - 
and I’m sure you can think of many more.

2. STRENGTH AND RESISTANCE

 
 

Examples include: lifting weights, using resistance bands,  
heavy gardening, or carrying heavy shopping bags.

[cont]

18



3. BALANCE AND FLEXIBILITY (Crucial as we age) 
 
 
 

which account for many hospital admissions.   
Activities like: Tai Chi, yoga, bowls, ballet, line dancing  
and pilates are all highly recommended to maintain  
coordination and physical function.                                   

to and where you can feel the results. 

Want some ideas to work with? Why not try these exercises:

1.  How many times can you sit and stand up from a chair without using  
 your hands. Maybe time yourself over a minute and see if you can  
 improve it by the end of the month.

2.   
 by holding something secure to help. The aim is for those of us who are  

much you depend on your arms. 

 
Wednesday 9th September Temple Ewell Village Hall. 

the over 55s will restart at River Village Hall on Tuesdays from September.

Please feel free to email me at cjsover55@gmail.com or ring on 07967 707074
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Miller’s Musings

 

village who came along to sample the varied selection of beer and cider.

The River Garage Safari at the beginning of July went reasonably well. I’m not so 
sure we did as well as when Carol Bennet managed it in the past but we learned 
a bit more about how to run this event.  The main concern was potential  

of locations that were omitted from the map.  As with the Beer Festival this event 

  Tuesday 8th December Community Carols  
  hosted

  Sunday 13th December & Sunday 20th December

Breakfast with Santa

Santa’s Grotto

Booking: 
We need the time to ensure that we have the right amount of food to feed  
everyone while trying to avoid unnecessary waste.  We also need time to 

 

www.ccmt.org.uk  
 

*Prices correct at time of writing.
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Kelvin Turner 
Plumbing & Heating Services 

07376 000289 

LORNA’S 
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Our aim is to provide high quality personalised nursing care to meet the needs 
of the individual whilst encouraging choice and independence in a friendly, 
relaxing and homely environment. 

personal dignity.

Fresh meals, regular activities and a full complement of highly trained nursing 
and care staff help us to maintain the best possible care and comfort for our 
residents.

Refurbishments to our home and improvements to our service are in process 
and ongoing.

If you or your loved one is considering the need for residential or nursing care, 
please feel free to contact us or come and visit us to see what we can offer.

We look forward to welcoming you to our home.

Temple Ewell Nursing Home
Wellington Road, Temple Ewell, Dover, Kent, CT16 3DB

Local Lydden Hairdresser 
 

Ladies Cut & Dry From £23 
Ladies Cut From £17 

Perm, Cut & Dry From £48 
 

07795 362812
22



      Tai Chi
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News from River WI

of cups and saucers during her long service on the WI Committee! Sue was 

attended even though the day was so hot.  The Quiz Night was its usual cheery 
Our next quiz will be on 14th November.

provision of more accessible toilets and also on women’s homelessness.  Cllr 

using colour to enhance body shape.  Two of our members were invited to 

Megan Palmer will be with us on 17th September to enlighten us about British 
Sign Language and on 15th October
with Jane Samson.

We always try to have a varied programme to represent differing tastes.   
Pat on 01304 822777 or  

Maggie on 07541 697505

17th SEPTEMBER MEGAN PALMER - BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE 

 

24



Local Events
(Village Hall)

(Village Hall)    

(Village Hall)

(Crabble Corn Mill)

(Crabble Corn Mill)

(Methodist Church)

Chit Chat Cafe
A welcoming space for all members of our community

Breakfast is served until 11:15am  
and lunch until 12:45pm.

of each month!

Come and meet our volunteers and have a chat with friends - old and new.

A ‘Thank You’ 

Coffee Morning held at River Menthodist Church on Saturday 11th April 2026. 
I am very pleased to announce that £201.00 was raised and has been sent to 

be at the Methodist Church for your information.
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Useful Information

 
01304 823803.

 

VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES

RIVALL

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of RIVALL is 1st November 2026
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River Village Hall Activities
Monday (except Bank Holidays)

Tuesday

Wednesday 

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday 
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Useful Telephone Numbers

Gas        0800 111999

Water Board       0800 7311933

Control Room       01622 690690
In an Emergency      999
Non-emergencies      101
Kent Crimestoppers      0800 555 1111

Canterbury Hospital       01227 766877
William Harvey Hospital     01233 633331
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother Hospital  01843 225544

NHS on call       101
River Pharmacy      01304 820573
Lydden Surgery      01304 832160

Library        01304 204241
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Your Local External Cleaning Specialists

T.

W.

E.

Please contact us for more information






