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For children aged 2 years to 5 years

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
8.45-11.45 / 11.45-14.45 / 14.45-17 45

The Christian Centre, St Peter's and
St Paul’'s Church, Minnis Lane, River

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME
www.abbeypreschool.co.uk

07702 453234
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1 A Tree Surgeons

Your Local Family Run Business - Est 1990
Quality Tree Surgery at an Affordable Price
Website: www.datreesurgeons.co.uk

Tree Felling, Forestry and Site Clearance
Remaowval of Dangerous Trees
Thinning and Shaping. Crown Reductions
All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Domestic and Commercial Contractors
Free Quotations and Advice

WORKFCHRTE Dover CT15 TAY
EMall J alrﬂﬂsuruﬂunstﬁ}skv com

W. J. Farrier & Son Ltd
Family Funeral
Directors

Serving the
Local Community
Since 1948

161 London Road, Dover, Kent. CT17 0TG

T. 01304 201665 www.wjfarrierandson.co.uk

A.D. KNOTT

ROOFING CONTRACTORS & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
ESTABLISHED 1972

07922 142363 or 07399 865962

Flat 5, Crabble Heights,
33 London Road, River, Dover, Kent CT17 OSF

www.adknott.co.uk

FINCHAM PLUMBING & HEATING

We specialise in bathroom remodelling, including all tiling & pipework
Natural gas boiler servicing, Installation, Maintenance, Repairs, Replacement
All your plumbing requirements
Martin is a Qualified Plumber & Gas Engineer
Gas Safe registered
Rosemary & Martin Fincham

07835 851 706 martinfincham@sky.com




EDITOR'S WELCOME

JAY SMALLEY

| can't believe its that time of year already! Summer was gone, autumn seemed
to fly by and here we are at the start of the festive season. |, for one, am
massively behind on my Christmas preparations, partly due to some big
changes in my life that | will get onto later.

But first, lets talk this month's Rivalll We've got plenty of seasonal articles to get
you in the mood as we count our days down to Christmas and | thought there
was no better way to kick off this edition than with a Christmas poem by Jack
McDade, alongside all of the usual information on all the yuletide happenings in
our village. We've also go some long fireside-reads from Jenni Creswell and
debut contributor Malcolm Smith - the latter having submitted an extremely
interesting article about his involvement in Britain's first mission to Mars.

| mentioned that there have been some big changes in my life and, exciting
though they may be, | have come to the sad conclusion that they would
impede my ability to continue as editor of The Rivall - | was recently offered a
job in Devon, where | have since moved, and its proven a busy one. This means
a lot less time to dedicate to the magazine than | had before and | don't think |
can continue to do it the justice it deserves. It also feels wrong to have the
village magazine run by someone who no longer lives in River.

I've therefore decided to hand The Rivall over for someone else to take up the
reins. If you're interested, please drop me (editorrivall@gmail.com) or Alison
(alisonthedalehouse@gmail.com) an email.

Submission deadline for the March edition is February Ist to
alisonthedalehouse@gmail.com.We also have a number of advertising slots free
so please do get in touch if you're interested.

So, this is goodbye from me and thank you for reading, submitting, advertising,
or sending me one of the many lovely emails I've received in my time as editor.

A RIVER CHRISTMAS

JACK MCDADE

Will we have a white Christmas in River this year?

| do hope so, as we'll all get to hear,

The joyful sound of children playing in our beautiful park,
Not going home until they're called in at dark.

River really is a wonderful place to be,

There is so much to do and so much to see,

The Christmas decorations bring out so many smiles,
You can see the twinkling lights for miles and miles.

| hope you all have a festive season full of cheer,
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

RIVER PARISH COUNCIL

DANIEL STYLES-MARTIN

Thank you to everyone who came to our Christmas light-up event and to
Riverlea House Car home for sponsoring this year's community tree! Thank you
also to The Rec Café and DJ Kentastic for an amazing event, featuring a disco,
food and drink, festive craft stalls, and our brand new prosecco stall!

The Council are also working on a number of other projects for the village
including the provision of a replacement bus shelter on Lewisham Road
(subject to funding options) and the refurbishment and reopening of the Flint
House community building in the Recreation Ground.



The Council would love to hear from the villagers on their views, ideas and
suggestions. Please email them to office@riverparishcouncil.org.uk or pop along
to one of our monthly meetings.We meet the second Tuesday of the month at
/pm (excluding August and December) at the Methodist Church on Lewisham
Road.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

ST PETER & ST PAULS

21.12 18:30 Nine Lessons and Carols
24.12 17:00 Christingle

24.12 23:30 Holy Communion

25.12 10:00 Holy Communion

As our village once again celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, as we have done
for centuries, you are all welcome at the services we hold, even if you don't
come often. Merry Christmas one and all.

If you are unable to attend in person, we will be live streaming these services.
Please follow either of these links:

https://www.youtube.com/@riverparishchurch7329/streams
https://www:twitch:tv/riverchurchdover
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah Chap X verse VI)

GREETINGS FROM RIVER
METHODIST CHURCH

LINDA BEVERTON

In August we said goodbye to our Minister Reverend Catherine Wagstaff as she
took retirement and moved back to Devon. It is therefore all change at River
and the Beacon Church in Dover as we no longer have a Minister directly
attached to our Church. We are still available for weddings, baptisms and
funerals and can be contacted via riverstewards@hotmail.com.

What a wonderful  time of year we are heading towards. | love all the
excitement, the lights, the family time and the celebrations. For me the
celebration is the most important part. The build up begins with Advent which
this year starts on Sunday 31st November. Each week we reflect on the story
of the birth of Jesus. There are many ways to do this and, as a Local Preacher, |
enjoy building my Services around many different things:

POETRY -The Mary of our Christmas Cards by Katie Baker
MUSIC - Mary, did you know? By Pentatonix

FUN - Christingle Service at 16:00 on Christmas Eve, my grandson in an
inflatable orange suit, lots of giggling and singing and in amongst it a time of
silence as we light the candles and pray.

CHRISTMAS DAY - Always a joyous time beginning with going to church at
10:30. It is the tradition at River to bring along a gift to show everyone. My
daughter Charlotte always buys me a gift to unwrap at church. | never know
what it is but she assures me it is acceptable in mixed company. Past presents
have included a tin of last supper after dinner mints, the guinea pig nativity,
Virgin Mary toast cutter, dancing Jesus which is on the dash of my car.



For many of us the rest of the day is spent with family, eating copious amounts
of food and exchanging gifts. This is a most precious time but we often forget
that many people are alone, with no family around to share the day with.
Through Christians Together in Dover food and shelter are provided over the
winter months for those who have no permanent home. Families are separated
through breakdowns in marriage, servicemen are apart from their loved ones
for months on end and miss out on making memories.

When you sit down this year with your loved ones around you, spare a
thought for those who do not have the same opportunities as you. Maybe
donate to a local charity, volunteer to help with the Night shelter; visit a

neighbour or invite an extra guest to lunch.

Time and compassion cost you nothing but they will be the most precious gift
you can give this year.

Be blessed.

RIVER RESIDENT'S BRUSH WITH
MARS EXPLORATION

MALCOLM SMITH

The editor was kind enough to allow me to mention my brief involvement in
Britain's first (so far, only) mission to Mars, the red planet, to search for life. So,
dear reader; in around 600 words here's the story.

Space missions to planets beyond Earth are of 3 types - robotic fly-by, orbiter
or lander.

Fly-bys are simplest — aim spacecraft towards planet, observing on your way
towards and past. The 1980s exploration of Jupiter; Saturn, Uranus and
Neptune was conducted incredibly successfully by America’s Voyager mission,

which was even able to use each planet's gravity to boost the craft's speed
onto the next planet.

Orbiters are sent towards a planet, rocket engines breaking fly-by speeds and
allowing capture by the planets gravity. Cameras and radars study the
atmosphere and surface. Landers are the most complicated. A vehicle must
survive entry into a planet's atmosphere, using a heat shield and then land
safely. Not all landing systems are the same — to land on an airless body like the
moon cannot be done by parachute, so retro-rockets need to fire shortly
before touchdown, lowering descent speed for safe landings.

In the late 1990s | was friends with Dr John Zarnecki - of the University of
Kent's Unit for Space Sciences. A professional space scientist, John's
preoccupation then was his team's experiments destined for Titan, Saturn's
largest moon. They'd secured a slot aboard Huygens, the European Space
Agency (ESA) lander attached to Cassini, an international orbiter mission
studying Saturn and its many moons.

Pub conversations usually conclude one of three ways: |. Another pint? 2. Is that
really the time? 3. A taxi home. Pub conversations usually do not end in being
invited to investigate potentially safe and interesting(!) places on Mars to land a
small British robot, searching for evidence of life. But in late 1999 | was one half
of such a pub conversation.

For an MSc. (Master of Science) degree project, John offered me the chance to
help select a landing site on Mars for Beagle2, a UK-led lander carried aboard
ESA’'s 2003 Mars Express orbiter: In 1993 I'd finished a geography degree in
Aberdeen. Part of my course included satellite mapping of Earth - the same
techniques can be applied to map other worlds. John's Kent team designed
Beagle2's weather sensors; they needed somewhere interesting scientifically
and safe enough (in engineering terms) to put down. My MSc. would be
examining satellite photos of Mars, looking for potential safe places to land.

Due to management of Beagle? being carried out from the Open University
(OU) in Milton Keynes, the Beagle2 team left Canterbury soon after The
‘defecting’ Kent



scientists had integrated themselves at the OU by late 2000 (whilst I'd put my
MSc. plans at Kent on hold). But when John contacted me again about moving
to the OU to study, he told me there was student there already doing a PhD.
on the Mars topic.'Game over' for me, then.

Back to Beagle2. What happened when it was released from Mars Express
mothership? A final picture showed descent towards Mars: Christmas Day
2003 and January 2004 came and went; nothing further was heard. In February
the craft was given up for lost.

At the time many critical voices cited another ‘heroic’ British failure. The OU
team and British firms involved must have been extremely disappointed. But
the story ends over |0 years later The Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter (an
American orbiter carrying a powerful camera) overflew the area Beagle? had
aimed for. Incredibly photographic analysts managed to spot the lander, and
possible parachute and discarded heat shield.

CHRISTMAS AT CRABBLE CORN
MILL

PHILLIP WEBB

The Mill will be hosting its usual selection of Christmas events this year and all
can be found on our website at www.crabblecornmill.org.uk.

09.12 19:00 Non-denominational Carol Service hosted by
Rev. Dr. Andy Bawtree. Mulled wine and minced
pies served on completion. Free Admission.

14.12 09:00 & Breakfast with Santa. Adults £12.50 and Children

&21.12 10:30 (under 8) £5.00. Pre-booking is essential.

14.12 13:00 Santa’s Grotto. Last Admission 16:00. £15 per

&21.12 child. Maximum two adults per group of children.

Bookings for both Breakfast with Santa and to see Santa in his grotto can be
made online via our website or by visiting the site office Monday to Thursday
between 09:00 and 14:00.

The Chairman, Trustees and volunteers at Crabble Corn Mill would like to wish
all in the village a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

RIVER GARDENERS - WHAT AYEAR

REECE JACONELLI

2025 has been a blooming success! From record-breaking attendance to a
wave of enthusiastic new members, our community has never felt more alive.
Whether you joined us for the first time or have been with us for years, your
spirit made every event sparkle with laughter, learning, and shared passion from
garden tips to show-stopping bakes.

To keep the momentum going, we're calling for more Committee members
and volunteer helpers. Suggestions for future events, ideas, or themes are also

always welcomel!

Upcoming events in the New Year:

21.02 Coffee morning & seed swap.
28.03 Spring Show!

Everyone is welcome, whether you're a seasoned grower or a curious
newcomer!



David R Adams Electrical Services

All Aspects of Electrical Work

Installs - Rewires - Testing — Faults
EICR — EV Chargers — Fire Alarms

www.davidradamselectrical.co.uk

Telephone: m-.=E“=
07967294481 - Dave APPROVED ;
07875635973 - Rob conTRACTOR REEIETE

Email: davidelecserv@hotmail.com

5 The Ridgeway River Dover CT17 ONX
NICIEC Registered Approved Electricians

f TersonsDover X Tersons_Dover

Local Expertise
Smoothing your Move.

Lettings & Property Management too!

We have staff who live in River,
you can’t get more local!

01304 246111 » www.tersons.com ¢ 27-29 Castle Street, Dover CTI16 IPT
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NEED TIME? WHY NOT USE MINE!
COVERING DOVER AND
SURRQUNDING AREAS
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INTERESTED?
CALL HANNAH
07805 387760

OR
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n EMAIL
HANNAHGRACEBOS@GMA]L.COM

CLIVEWARMAN
GENERAL BUILDER

EXTENSIONS - BRICKWORK
PLASTERING - RENDERING
ROOFING - GUTTERING
GENERAL REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE

OVER 35YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES
NO VAT

RIVER RESIDENT

TEL: 01304 820596
MOBILE: 07710 593987

R.B.W

KENT’S WATER FEATURE
SPECIALISTS 4,
POND BUILDING EXPERTS

Garden / Pond Design, Building and Refurbishments
Pond Cleaning / Maintenance / Maintenance Contracts
Child Safe Pond Covers / Filteration Specialists
Patios - Decking - Fencing - Brickwork - Arbours

Tel: 07563212858

www.ReflectionByWater.com

PRIVATE TUITION
4-11 YEARS
Kent Test Boost
Confidence Building
Special Needs Support
Help With SATs
Individually tailored lessons with a
supportive and experienced
Primary School Teacher
Enhanced DBS check
Fiona Bill, BA(Hons), PGCE
07817 066978

¢ Domestic and contract flooring
service

v¢ Large selection from stock for
immediate delivery and fitting

v¢ Rugs at discount prices

7¢ Free planning and estimating
service

Est. 1993

62 LONDON ROAD
DOVER KENT CT17 0SP

TEL/FAX: 01304 240071




Adams Printers

O o et
THE PRINTING HOUSE, DOUR STREET, DOVER, KENT CT16 1EW
info@adamsprinters.co.uk 01304 211202 www.adamsprinters.co.uk
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30 SANDWICH

ROAD, WHITFIELD,

DOVER
CT16 3LG

FREE
QUOTES!

WE SPECIALISE IN ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING, FROM PITCH TO FLAT,
SLATE TO TILE, FELT TO FIBREGLASS

e NEW ROOFS/RE-ROOFS

o SLATE & TILING

e ROOF REPAIRS

e FLAT ROOF—3 LAYER SYSTEM
e FIBREGLASS ROOFS

FAST, RELIABLE & LOCAL
CALL DALE/MATT ON
07917696961/07517505832
dalephilpott7@outlook.com

DALMAT ROOFING
CONTRACTORS

e RENDERING

e ALL LEAD WORK
e CHIMNEY STACKS
e VELUX WINDOWS
e UPVC FASCIA & SOFFITTS

e GUTTERING

KEVIN DOWLE & SON
07977 001447
LJy

Garden Clearance & Maintenance, Lawn Mowfng =0~
Hedge Trimming, Digging & Planting, Fencing, Gravelling & Brickwork,
Window & Patio Cleaning, Rubbish Clearing & Tip Runs
Painting, Household Chores and any other odd jobs

4 Park Place, Dover, CT16 IDF

M

(=

Cleaning Specialists
PERSONAL + PROFESSIONAL

Specialist Cleaning of Carpets-Upholstery-Leather-Oriental Rugs-Hard Flooring
N.C.C.A. Trained & Certified
N =)

Woolsafe Trained
Established 1980
Call 01304 821466 or 07770 524506

TRUSTMARK

.........................

RIVER’S EDGE

KNIFE SHARPENING

£5 per knife

Free delivery and collection for
Dover and surrounding areas

Garden shears and secateurs
service also available

n Facebook: Rivers Edge Sharpening
\. Call: 07482 858989

3 Run by the community, for the community
it sy

communty coioe hop

Chit Chat is open as usual on a Monday and a Friday 8.30am to 2pm at River Methodist Church on
Lewisham Road, come and enjoy our barista coffee, wonderful homemade cakes, or come for lunch
and enjoy one of our homemade lunches.

Breakfast is served until 11:15 am or you could have an all day breakfast on the last Friday of the
month.

Everyone welcome, friendly welcoming space for all.

All day breakfast served on last Friday of each month until 12:45.

Landscaping & Druveway Sp@@ alists

Build with confidence!
Quality & reliability — your trusted partner' “-gg

Our Services 4 Eiii'!!égg j

Construction & Groundwork

Sl
b 2 V

Landscape Gardening
Paving & Driveways

Fencing & Decking

@ 07818 024487 @® quotes@dbworkscouk @ www.dbworks.co.uk




RIVER BOWLING CLUB

ALISON DALE

One spring evening | went along to the bowls club to have a go at playing
bowls and was made most welcome. You can have several sessions to try out
to see how you get on. Bowls are provided. - all you need is a pair of flat shoes!

These sessions run on Friday evenings 17:00 to 19:30 hours) from May until
the end of September. The bar is always open!

You can either join as a full member, or if you find it too difficult, that is not a
problem you can come along and become an affiliated member and join in the

social events.

| have been along to Coffee mornings, the River Fete and social activities which
are great fun.

The outdoor season starts in April and runs to September each year. Short
mat bowls are played in the clubhouse in the Autumn and Winter months.

Thank you everyone

LIVING LIVELY RIVERVOICES

COMMUNITY CHOIR FORTHE OVER 505

This group of men and women continues to meet at River Methodist Church
at 2p.m. on Thursdays in term-time to enjoy singing together and to have fun
and tea and biccies.

Come along and have a free taster session — just turn up or for more
information contact Matthew 07951 572920 or matthew@livinglively.org.uk.
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NEWS FROM RIVER WI

MAGGIE WAITE

We are very sad to report the death of Mavis Donald — a lovely lady and great
supporter of WI who would happily volunteer for everything. We miss her a
lot.

Eighteen members and two husbands had a very enjoyable and informative
tour of the refurbished Maison Dieu with Community Involvement Officer,
Martin Crowther: so enthusiastic and knowledgeable. Cream tea to follow
which went down welll Some of us went to see the latest Downton Abbey
film. Members have been invited to Birthday Meetings by the other WI's in our
group (these usually involve lots of cake or in one case cheese and wine),
others go to a monthly Craft and Home Economics meeting at Whitfield. Nine
of us were invited to a meeting at Dover WI where the speaker was a man
who was suddenly permanently paralysed below the waist in a freak incident —
this could have been depressing but the speaker, Darren Bovis, spoke with so
much humour and positivity that we were all inspired. The cakes and
sandwiches were great tool!

We came third out of fourteen teams in the Top Team Quiz for East Kent Wis.
We had 82 points out of a hundred so acquitted ourselves pretty well —we
didn't know the name of Caligula’s horse, a couple of football questions, the
most northerly island of Japan, who sang ‘Mississippi on my Mind' and the
slang for £500 ( a pony if you're interested).. otherwise we would have won.
Grrr

On our members’ afternoon in August we had a jigsaw completing competition
in teams which was good fun plus homemade energy bars and flapjack biscuits.
The demonstration and talk on CPR by Matt of St John Ambulance was really
good with lots of interest and questions from the members. This formed part
of the national WI's campaign this year:‘Bystanders can be Lifesavers'’.



Local bee keeper and WI committee member; Elaine Grayling, gave a
fascinating presentation on bee keeping and the life cycle of honey bees. Most
of us had no idea of the organisation of bee colonies and the complexities of
looking after them.

Programme planning for 2026/7 has taken place and will include sessions on
British Sign Language, styling with colour, travelling in Japan, wartime
rationing and myths about hypnosis.

Dr Clive Nuttman will make a welcome return visit to us in December and
members of the seven WIs in our group will be attending a carol service at
Capel Baptist Church on | December.

We are already taking cuttings and growing things for our next plant sale at the
end of May 2026.

Do come along and see what we are doing — you will be made very welcome.
Phone Pat on 822777 or me on 07541 697505...0r just turn up. Our meeting
dates are on the Village Hall page.

GARDENING FORWELLBEING

CHIT CHAT COMMUNITY COFFEE SHOP

We've been growing produce for the Chit Chat Community Coffee Shop and
have had visits from both Pre-schools this term who have grown vegetables
and flowers for the raised beds.

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 10:00-12:00, at River

Methodist Church. Our next meeting is Tuesday |6th December - everyone's
welcome! For more information please contact Suzanne on 07543 [56858.
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KM Gardening Services
All aspects of gardening performed including

General maintenance and clearance
Lawn Mowing and care
Weeding and Pruning

Tree Surgery and Stump grinding

No Job to small
All waste removed and Licenced carrier
Public Liability insured
Mobile: 07779 295548
Email: Kevinjohn24@hotmail.com

Kelvin Turner
Plumbing & Heating Services
07376 000289

REGISTER

600220

We are a family run business
covering the Dover area.

With over 20 years’ experience within
the industry, you are assured of
good advice and great workmanship
with an eye for detail.

Providing excellent customer
and aftercare service.

Boiler & Gas Fire Servicing
Landlords Gas Safety Inspections
System Powerflushing

New Gas Fired Boiler Installation
General Plumbing Works

Contact 07376 000289 or Email -
KelvinTurnerPHServices@outlook.com

Service & MOT Centre

CARS MINI BUSES &

LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES On the A2

CLASS 4,5 & 7 MOT’s at Lydden Hil
EXPRESS OIL SERVICE / Dover

Kent
FULL SERVICE CT15 7JW

The Freight Terminal

Tel: 01304 833 292
Email:
workshop@huskuk.co.uk
www.dovermot.co.uk

i T i

LORNA’S

Barber Shop

2, High Street, Temple Ewell,

Tel: 07512117730

Opening Hours
MONDAY CLOSED

WEDNESDAY
9am - 12pm

TUES. THURS. FRI.
9am - 4pm

SATURDAY
8am - 2pm
GENTS ONLY
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‘l HEALTHCARE

Our aim is to provide high quality personalised nursing care to meet the needs
of the individual whilst encouraging choice and independence in a friendly, i
relaxing and homely environment.

We are sensitive to our resident’s requirements for privacy, confidentiality and
personal dignity.

Fresh meals, regular activities and a full complement of highly trained nursing
and care staff help us to maintain the best possible care and comfort for our
residents.

Refurbishments to our home and improvements to our service are in process
and ongoing.

If you or your loved one is considering the need for residential or nursing care,
please feel free to contact us or come and visit us to see what we can offer.

We look forward to welcoming you to our home.

Temple Ewell Nursing Home
Wellington Road, Temple Ewell, Dover, Kent, CT16 3DB
01304 822206 (Office) / 01304 822246 (Nurses)
www.crownwoodhealthcare.com
admintenh@crownwoodhealthcare.com / managertenh@crownwoodhealthcare.com

Home ﬂal)ui)wmnq Senvicer

National Hairdressers Federation | Fully Insured
City & Guilds Qualified | 20 Years Experience

Call Sue On. 07795 362812

info@br ical.col

01303 778366
[ 07855 431330

Local Lydden Hairdresser « FREE QUOTATIONS

* PAT TESTING
* PERIODIC INSPECTIONS

Ladies Cut & Dry From £23 * REWIRES / EXTENSIONS

- * ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN
Ladies Cut From £17 « NO JOB TOO SMALL
Perm, Cut & Dry From £48 g B
Glit o B chm el KO

07795 362812

www.brightideaelectrical.com
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Holiday Home

Brook Cottage

Temple Ewell

email-

Find us on -

facebook

Tai Chi - relax and get fit!
- Wed, 3.30—4.30PM Wootton Hall, nr Lydden
- Thu, 6-7PM Capel le Ferne Village Hall
- Fri, 11AM-12PM Hawkinge Community Centre
For details of these and other classes contact

Anna: 01304 205 405 or visit www.pfstaichi.com

1‘5::5 B i
== kol wrrove) | DCA ‘
* -

+ *PROFESSIONAL

Houssg@gggmc

 Descluttering « Shopping
« Companion Care « Meal Prep 0330 333 9234
< Full Weekly Clean V ironing & Laundry  WWW.ELEGANTINI.COM

FRIENDLY, FULLY INSURED & DBS CHECKED
TEAM OF HOUSEKEEPERS

N—

PIAN BLUTE,
SAX,
CLARINET. BASS
LESSONS

Advanced player with twenty years
experience teaching all ages and abilities.
Relaxed learning in all genres of music.
Option to work through graded exams
if you wish.

One of the most fulfilling and
rewarding hobbies you can have is to
play an instrument!

Lisa Pentecost BMus Hons ABRSM Dip
lisakirsty@yahoo.com
07584126966

NEW T0 THE
AREA

THE VILLAGE MAGAZINE
OF RIVER, KENT

Please contact Jay Smalley at
editor.rivall@gmail.com
to enquire about placing an advert or
making a change to a current advert.

Prices to place adverts for four
editions are as follows:

[/8th page: £55
[/4 page: £90
1/2 page: £165
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PRUNING LIKE A PRO

JENNI CRESSWELL

As the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness descends upon our little valley,
many of you will be enjoying the fruits of your beautiful apple and pear trees.
You may also be trembling in fear at the prospect of pruning.

First of all — why prune at all? Mostly to keep a tree healthier for longer,
improve yields and keep harvests within easy reach. Knowing your rootstock
can be helpful to let the tree to grow into its shape and size, for example,
allowing vigorous trees room to grow and avoiding over pruning.

After leaf fall is the ideal time to prune any ‘pip’ fruit (apples, pears, etc) plus
mulberries and walnuts. It is too late for ‘stone’ fruit (cherries, plums, etc) which
can safely be pruned July — August next year.

There are myriad books and information out there about pruning for more
detail, but here are my |0 top tips:

|. Take time to assess the form and health of the tree. Is it goblet, columnar,
pyramidal, central leader? Whatever the shape, aim for an open, uncongested
structure letting in light and air to all parts of the tree, helping reduce pests and
disease and ripen fruit evenly. Think: Enough space enough for me and a crow.
2. Plan where you are going cut before you cut. Stop regularly to reassess your
work from a distance and at all angles.

3. Don't cut more than one third of the total leaf cover: Any more and the tree
could die of shock, or send up unproductive growth (water shoots) which will
take you years to manage. If you need to remove large limbs or more than the
one third, plan to do this work over two or more years. Prioritise pruning from
the centre outwards.

4. Remove crossing or rubbing branches, twigs, or other limbs. Remove suckers
(growth below graft point).
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5. Remove dead, diseased and damaged parts. Dead material does not count
towards one third.

6. Use the correct tools for the job: pruning saw, secateurs, long handled
loppers, and make sure they are sharp and clean. Use anti-bac gel between
trees of the same species to prevent spreading disease.

7. Make straight (90°) cuts. This minimises the surface area the tree has to heal
over. Avoid cutting any limb which is more than 3 inches (10cms) in diameter:

8. Ensure the flat cutting blade of pruning tools is nearest the tree or branch
you are retaining. This gives a smooth cut and helps healing and preventing
diseases.

9. Always cut back to something: a leaf joint, an outward or downward-facing
bud, a main branch or the tree trunk itself. If cutting back to a main branch or
the trunk, cut back to the raised growth ‘collar’. Avoid cutting all growing points
to the same length — this leads to a tree looking ‘bristly’ as if it has had a buzz
cut.

1 0. Finally, tidy up any brown rot on old fruit and remove from the immediate
area. Cut material can be composted or left nearby in a habitat pile for wildlife.

| hope you enjoy pruning this year and make the most out of the opportunity
to really get to know your fruit trees.
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‘ “[ \ %\ A r. SHR .:: T .:
Dover® Free Fam,.y ch USEFUL INFORMATION

Join Sound Waves for a festive feast of Christmas
favourites by candlelight — from timeless carols to joyful
songs of the season, with opportunities to sing along

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS

Bookings for the RiverVillage Hall can be made with Jean on 01304 823803.
More information on the Village Hall can be found at www.rivervillagehall.co.uk

VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES

Village Hall Representatives:  Alison Dale & Jean Thomas

REPRESENTATIVES OF VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS

WI Elaine Grayling
RGA Pat Hicks
RIVALL

RIVALL is published by the Village Hall Trust, a registered charity.
Views expressed in RIVALL are not necessarily the views of the Trust.

Satu rd a y 2 O D ecember at 5 p m FOITOR 18¢ clronthecalehousee
S t P eter & P au l S C h urc h f R Iver ADVERTS TBC alisonthedalehouse@g
B ADMISSION FREE mailcom
¥ Scan the code to reserve your seat or DISTRIBUTION Mary Eyre_ 823132
turn up on the day - doors open at 4.30pm
Jackson
BAR - REFRESHMENTS - RAFFLE

'F‘-'l Musical Director - Peter Futcher

Running time approximately 90 minutes
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RIVERVILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS RIVERVILLAGE HALL ACTIVITIES

Please note that some of the following classes and activities only take place

121330 Dr Clive Nuttman - VWhat's in a Name during term time. Please contact the corresponding telephone numbers for
[501 13:30 WI Members' Meeting (visitors welcome) more information.
21.02 River Gardeners' Seed Swap
28.03 River Gardeners’ Spring Show MON (E>'<cept YOGA [0:30 — 11:30 07882 410895
Bank Holidays) TAI-CHI 12:00 — 13:00 07882 410895
YOGA [3:15 = 1415 07882 410895
KUNG FU |7:30 — 18:30 07841 353109
OTHER EVENTS KARATE 19:00 —20:30 07786 814998
09.12. 19:00 N Dcaro' ,Se'”,Vicel g&lbb'e Corn TUES TAI-CHI 09:30 — | 1:00 07411 224467
(Non-Denominational) ! AGE 55 11:30 - 14:30 07772 165320
[4.12. 09:00 &10:30 Breakfast with Crabble Corn PILATES 18:00 — 19:00 07968 089159
&21.12. Santa Mil KUNG FU 19:00 — 20:30 07590 845212
14.12. 13:00 &16:00 Santa’s Grotto Crabble Corn
&21.12. Mill WED PILATES 17:30 —21:00 07834 839801
16.12. [ 0:00-12:00 Gardening for River Methodist
Wellbeing Chapel
: THURS BALLET [5:30 — 18:30 07585 652694
21.12. 18:30 Nine Lessons St. Peter & CUNG FU 19:00 — 20:30 07841 353109
and Carols St. Pauls
24.12. 16:00 Christingle River Methodist
Chapel FRI KEEP FIT 13:30 — 14:30 03000 412222
24.12. 1'7:00 Christingle St. Peter & BALLET 15:30 = 18:30 07585 692694
St. Pauls
24.12, 23:30 Holy Communion  St. Peter & SAT BALLET 09:00 - 12:00 07585 652694
St. Pauls
25.12. 10:00 Holy Communion St. Peter & SUN CHRIST CHURCH  09:00 — 13:00 07521 089482
St. Pauls
25.12. 10:30 Christmas River Methodist
Service Chapel
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PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman - Nick Dixon
Parish Clerk - Andrew Denyer

UTILITIES (EMERGENCIES ONLY)

Gas
UK Power Networks
Water Board

POLICE

Control Room

In an emergency
Non-emergencies
Kent Crimestoppers

HOSPITALS

Canterbury Hospital
William Harvey Hospital
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother Hospital

OTHER

NHS On call

River Pharmacy

Lydden Surgery

Dover Health Centre
Buckland Minor Injuries Unit

Citizens Advice, Dover
Library, Dover

Dover District Council

The Samaritans

30

07815 691638
07518 414792

0800 111999
0800 7838866
0800 7311933

01622 690690
999
101
0800 555 I'I'l']

01227 766877
01233 633331
01843 225544

1

01304 820573
01304 832160
01304 865500
01304 22261 |

01304 202442
01304 204241
01304 821199
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