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TOP GAS SERVICES 
 

N. Philpott 
16 Bewsbury Cross Lane, Whitfield, CT16 3HB 

 
Tel Mobile: 07711 404041 

SERVICING   ·    REPAIRS   ·   BOILER EXCHANGE 
 

FULL CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATION 

 

Standard Service 
£195 

£325 

Plus only £25 MOT when carried out with either service 



CONTENTS

EditorÕ s Welcome 4

RPC ChairmanÕ s Jottings 5

Take a Risk - Celebrate Christmas! 6

Christmas Services 7

Chitchat Community Coffee Shop 9

News from The River WI 11

River Then And Now 12

The Festive River Kitchen 14

River Gardeners 15

Crabble Corn Mill 17

River Voices 18

Dover Flower Club 18

Model Boats Association 19

Royal Oak River 20

Useful Information 21

Issue No.213, December 2024

1

4

5

10

11

12

13

16

18

19

22

23

24

24

25

30



 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

M

 
 
 
 

 
Mon

   

Fo
nd
     

T
S

or 
ay
   8

The
St P

V
w

ch
y, W
8.45

 Ch
Pau

VIS
ww

ild
We
5-1

hris
ul’s 

SIT
ww

ren
ed
1.4

sti
Ch

TO
.ab

 
 
 
 

n a
ne
5 /

an 
hur

RS
bb
07

age
esd
/ 11.

Ce
rch

S A
bey
770

ed 
day
.45

ent
, M

ALW
ypr
02 

2
y, 
-14

re,
Min

WAY
res
45

ye
Th

4.45

, S
nnis

YS
sch
32

ear
hur
5 / 

St P
s La

S W
hoo
34

rs t
rsd
14.

Pet
ane

WEL
ol.c

to 
day
45-

ter
e, 

LCO
co

5 
y &
-17

’s a
Riv

OM
.uk

ye
& F
7.45

and
ver

ME
k

ear
Fri
5

d  
 

s
ida

 

ay

 
 
 

 
 
 

Poulton Close

Buckland
Hospital

Prim
rose Rd

Beaufoy Rd

Coombe Valley Rd
St. Radigunds Rd

Barwick Rd

A256

A256

Randolph Rd

LONDON Rd 7

7

7

7

7

7

7 Dover Grammar 
School For Girls

Cherry Tree
Avenue

QUALITY PARTS 

& EXTENSIVE 

STOCKS WITH 

PROMPT  

DELIVERY

www.eastkentcomponents.co.uk

East Kent Components
1 Poulton Close
Dover Kent CT170HL

Tel: 01304 204697

MOTOR PARTS STORE
FOR ALL YOUR 

MOTORING NEEDS
BATTERIES, CAR MATS, ETC.

Email: dover@eastkentcomponents.co.uk
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FINCHAM PLUMBING & HEATING 
We specialise in bathroom remodelling, including all tiling & pipework 

Natural gas boiler servicing, Installation, Maintenance, Repairs, Replacement 
All your plumbing requirements 

Martin is a Qualified Plumber & Gas Engineer with over 30 years experience 
Gas Safe, CIPHE, WIAPS registered 

Rosemary & Martin Fincham 
07835 851 706    martinfincham@sky.com 

 

A.D. KNOTT 
ROOFING CONTRACTORS & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

ESTABLISHED 1972 

07922 142363 or 07399 865962 
Flat 5, Crabble Heights,  

www.adknott.co.uk 
33 London Road, River, Dover, Kent CT17 0SF 

Family Funeral 
Directors 

Serving the  
Local Community 
Since 1948

161 London Road, Dover, Kent. CT17 0TG
T. 01304 201665  www.wjfarrierandson.co.uk
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EDITORÕ S WELCOME
JAY SMALLEY

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this festive issue of The Rivall!

With a number of services at both the River Methodist Church and at St. Peter 
and St. Paul and Father Christmas taking up residence at the Corn Mill, there is 
plenty going on in the local community to help get you in the yuletide spirit. 
There are also plenty of points of inspiration for new hobbies and activities to 
take up in the New Year in this issue with contributions from the WI, River 
Voices, the Model Boats Association , River Gardeners and Dover Flower Club.

I would like to thank all of those who took the time to provide feedback for 
the last issue, I am glad that so many of you like the new formatting. If you have 
any thoughts or questions about The Rivall do not hesitate to get in touch with 
me via my email at editor.rivall@gmail.com. 

I am extremely keen to get as many people involved in The Rivall as possible. If 
you would like to contribute to The Rivall, our next edition will be the March 
Edition and the deadline for submission will be the 1st February. Please submit 
all articles as a word document via email to editor.rivall@gmail.com. I look 
forward to reading all articles from contributors old and new. 

Should you wish to get involved in the production of the magazine itself, we are 
looking for someone to take over our advertising from Helen Simmonds. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us (see Useful Information) or email Alison 
Dale at alisonthedalehouse@gmail.com for more information.

I would like to wish you all a very merry and restful Christmas and a happy 
New Year from all of us here at The Rivall and extend our heartfelt thanks to all 
of our amazing contributors and advertisers without whom this publication 
would not be possible.
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RPC CHAIRMANÕ S JOTTINGS
NICK DIXON

PARISH COUNCILLORS
We would like to hear from anyone wishing to join the Parish Council, I am 
pleased to welcome and introduce our two new councillors who joined at our 
last meeting, Dr. Razvan Shariff and Daniel Styles-Martin.

RECREATION GROUND
Work on two trees is to be undertaken shortly, we had to wait for planning 
permission which has now come through. An item of gym equipment needed 
replacing, that has been completed and normal repairs have been carried out in 
both play areas.

CATERING ARRANGEMENTS
The Rec Cafe has been open more recently, with winter approaching they will 
reduce their opening hours.

PROPOSED GROUND FLOOR MEETING ROOM
This continues to move forward very slowly, we are relying on DDC Planning 
and Sport England to meet with us to Þnalise the discussions.

FOOTBALL
Rangers are using the pitches well, they have support from the FA in cutting, 
lining, and works to improve the pitches.

DOGS
Dogs continue to be walked in the play/sport areas despite the very obvious 
signage.
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TRAFFIC MATTERS
Parking is still a problem and more yellow lines have been painted where 
necessary. Please consider others whilst parking.

LOWER ROAD PHONE BOX
This is well used and is clean and tidy thanks to the help of Councillor Atkins.

CHRISTMAS TREE
We will as normal erect the village Christmas tree in early December.

PARISH MEETINGS
River Parish Council meets at the Methodist Church in Lewisham Road on the 
second Tuesday each month except August and December. If there is 
something you would like to raise why not come along to one of our meetings 
and we may be able to help. Details of our Meetings are placed on our notice 
boards and also outside the Village Hall on Common Lane.

Finally, may I thank my fellow councillors and our clerk for their continuing 
efforts as well as our contractors who continue to maintain the recreation 
ground and other areas throughout the village.

Please keep up to date by visiting either our Facebook page or our website 
www.riverparishcouncil.org.uk
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the voice of experience

f TersonsDover Tersons_Dover

We have staff who live in River,  
you can’t get more local!

01304 246111 • www.tersons.com 
27-29 Castle Street, Dover CT16 1PT

Local Expertise Smoothing  
your Move.
Need a surveyor? 

Call Niki Fairhurst FRICS.

 David R Adams Electrical Services 
All aspects of electrical work 

Additions - Rewires - Testing - Faults 

Telephone: 07967294481 

Email : davidelecserv@hotmail.com 

56 The Ridgeway, River, Dover CT17 0NW 

NICIEC Registered Approved Electricians 

www.davidadamselectrical.co.uk 
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CLIVE WARMAN
GENERAL BUILDER

EXTENSIONS · BRICKWORK

PLASTERING · RENDERING

ROOFING · GUTTERING

GENERAL REPAIRS

MAINTENANCE

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES
NO VAT

RIVER RESIDENT

TEL: 01304 820596
MOBILE: 07710 593987

Quality Painting,
Decorating &

Home Improvements

Experienced, reliable, friendly
& insured

Works include plastering,
carpentry, tiling, guttering,

UPVC facia & soffits

07762 046318
(01304) 381086

Jeffcorby@hotmail.com

62 LONDON ROAD
DOVER   KENT CT17 0SP

TEL/FAX: 01304 240071

� Domestic and contract flooring
service

� Large selection from stock for
immediate delivery and fitting

� Rugs at discount prices

� Free planning and estimating
service

Est. 1993

clive Warman
General Builder

extensions ·  BrickWork
PlasterinG ·  renderinG

roofinG ·  GutterinG
General rePairs
maintenance

over 35 years exPerience

free estimates
no vat

river resident

tel: 01304 820596
moBile: 07710 593987
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All types of paving, Groundworks, walls,  
fencing and drives 

Fully insured, free estimates 
Website: www.dbworks.co.uk 

e-mail: dave@dbworks.co.uk  or  quotes@dbworks.co.uk 

All types of paving, Groundworks, walls,  
fencing and drives 

Fully insured, free estimates 
Website: www.dbworks.co.uk 
e-mail: dave@dbworks.co.uk   
or  quotes@dbworks.co.uk 

LYDDEN LIFTS 
Stairli� En�uirie�: � 

Tel: 01304 825534 
Mob: 07845 299408 

Office: 0800 0169253 
Email: lyddenlifts@hotmail.co.uk 

Hillview, 70 Canterbury Road, Lydden, Dover, Kent. CT15 7ES 

Mr J.V. Glass 

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL SERVICE 
SULLIVAN & SON 

*Recommended by the Good Funeral Guide 
*Recommended by the Natural Death Centre 

*Funeral Contractor to Dover District Council 
Instant estimate available here: 

www.sullivanandson.co.uk 
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE:- 

01304 201322 
12 Beaconsfield Road, Dover, CT16 2LL 
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TAKE A RISK - 
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS!
REV. CATHERINE WAGSTAFF

Christmas is a risky business Ð  hopefully fun, certainly busy Ð  but risky!

As I write the churches are already busy preparing for the special services for 
Advent and Christmas Ð  getting ready to hear the story of Christmas once 
more. SoÉ  are you sitting comfortablyÉ .? Well, perhaps we shouldnÕ t be Ð  
because if weÕ re getting ready for a cosy, comfortable story about a baby in a 
manger then I think weÕ ve missed the point!

Think about the characters in the storyÉ  Mary, JesusÕ  mother, was sitting very 
comfortably, her life ahead was planned and predictable as the future wife of a 
Ô carpenterÕ  - but GodÕ s request through the angel who visited her, soon 
changed all that. From the moment of her Ô yesÕ  to that request, MaryÕ s life took 
an extremely risky turn because now she faced, what would most likely be at 
that time, over 2000 years ago, a complete rejection by her ÞancŽ , her family 
and her community. She stepped right into the uncomfortable unknownÉ  

Joseph too, was sitting comfortably. He was to be married, to have a family - life 
for him would take its proper courseÉ  but God had other plans for him. 
Joseph was to take on a woman already pregnant, which in those days meant 
risking the scorn and mockery of his friends and familyÉ  and he was to take 
the risk of caring for the one who was to become the Saviour of the world.

The shepherds and wise men, visitors who went to see the child Jesus, were 
sitting comfortably in their own ways Ð  they knew what they were about. Their 
roles, although very different(!), were comfortably secureÉ  and then they were 
shaken up and challenged Ð  and sent on a journey of discovery to Þnd the 
Christ-child. The shepherds risked rejection and abuse from a town which 
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would have been hostile to their presence there and the wise men risked a 
long desert journey to an unknown destination in foreign territory. 

This is no comfortable story! For God has taken the ultimate risk of sending his 
Son into the world and revealing the full extent of his love for us. 

We can sit comfortably and just enjoy the trappings of Christmas Ð  or we can 
take the risk, just as the characters in our story did, of allowing GodÕ s message 
of love to shake us up and challenge us to look at life in new ways. The 
characters in our story were never alone on their journey and neither are we; 
we too can put our hand in the hand of God who shows his love to us in Jesus 
who was also called Immanuel, which means Ô God is with usÕ ! GodÕ s love with 
us, for us, for ever Ð  so go on, take the risk and celebrate Christmas! 

I wish you, on behalf of the churches in River, a very happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2024

RIVER METHODIST CHURCH, LEWISHAM ROAD

18th December 19:00 Pharos Choir (entrance £10)
22nd December 16:00  Candlelit Carol Service 

(led by Revd. Catherine Wagstaff)
24th December 16:00  Christingle Service 
                                         (led by Mrs Linda Beverton)                                         
25th December 10.30 Christmas Day Service 

(preacher Mrs Linda Beverton)

All are welcome to attend any of these special Christmas services as we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus who came to show all people how much we are 
loved by God.
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST. PETER AND ST PAUL, MINNIS LANE

22nd December 18:30 Nine Lessons and Carols
24th December 17:00 Christingle

23:30 Holy Communion
25th December 10:00 Holy Communion

If you are unable to attend in person we will be live streaming these services. 
Please follow either of these links:

www.youtube.com/@riverparishchurch7329/streams
www.twitch.tv/riverchurchdover

ÒT his Christmas is unique and provides an opportunity to get to know the 
living God, who came to meet us as a little Jewish baby boy and is with us 
through the power of the Holy SpiritÓ  

Do have a wonder Þlled Christmas season and may JesusÕ  love, joy and peace 
Þll your hearts and homes.

Andy Bawtree - Vicar

CHIT CHAT COMMUNITY COFFEE 
SHOP
RUN BY THE COMMUNITY, FOR THE COMMUNITY

The days maybe getting chilly but you can be assured of a warm welcome at 
Chit Chat Community Coffee Shop. With hot drinks and warming homemade 
soup, as well as cooked breakfasts, homemade cake and paninis we would love 
to welcome you here during the wintery weather.

Open Mondays and Fridays 08:30 Ð  14:00
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NEWS FROM RIVER WI
MAGGIE WAITE

Our September meeting about  the enormous number of TV detectives was 
brilliant.  Everything from the earliest Sherlock Holmes programmes shown at 
the very start of television, through Z Cars, The Bill, Morse, Prime Suspect, 
Midsomer Murders right up to Happy Valley.  Fascinating to see bit part actors 
who are now internationally famous.  

The Chocolate Swirls meeting was great;  Jane Napper made chocolates before 
our eyes explaining all the time and we ended up tasting amazing chocolates 
Þlled with home-made salted caramel, and chocolate bark.  Would be good to 
have a go at this at home BUT then weÕ d eat it all Ð  not the best of ideas!!           

Some of us attended a group meeting with a difference at Capel WI where we 
were entertained by Morris dancers and musicians, Ô Dead Horse Morris and 
Broom DashersÕ .  The braver ladies amongst us had a go.

Our Christmas meeting on December 12 (a week earlier than usual) will be a 
poetry afternoon plus mince pies and sausage rolls. The January gathering  will  
be a chance to catch up after Christmas, play games, take part in quizzes and 
generally have a laugh.

We are planning as usual for 2025 with sessions including trekking in Nepal, the 
pottery designer Clarice Cliff, bee-keeping, the history of Pantomime  and a 
hospital ship in West Africa (the Mercy Ships). Our programmes and other 
activities are not just about cake but try to reßect our objectives of education, 
fun and friendship.  Our monthly Knit and Natter meetings are popular - I think 
thereÕ s more Natter than Knit... but who cares!

Do come and see what we are up toÉ  you will be made very welcome.   
Please phone Pat on 01304 822777 or me on 07541 697505 on my email 
marguarita45@gmail.com or just turn up Ð  our dates are on the Village Hall 
page.
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Delivering high quality print at affordable prices since 1888

THE PRINTING HOUSE, DOUR STREET, DOVER, KENT CT16 1EW

info@adamsprinters.co.uk 01304 211202 www.adamsprinters.co.uk

Need a Hero?
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Family Run Since 2013 

Free Estimates ~ Fully Insured  
2 Year Guarantee 

Interior & Exterior Painting 
Professional Finish 

Free Colour Matching Sevice 
10% Off With This Ad 

info@robertspaint.co.uk 
07824 357704 

Open Mondays 8.30am-2pm      
and Fridays 8.30am-2pm at 

River Methodist Church 
Lewisham Road 

A place where everyone is 
welcome, run by the community, 

for the community.  

Open Mondays 8.30am-2pm      
and Fridays 8.30am-2pm at 

River Methodist Church 
Lewisham Road 

A place where everyone is 
welcome, run by the community, 

for the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.T. RIX GROUPN.T. RIX GROUP 
www.ntrixscaffolding.co.ukwww.ntrixscaffolding.co.uk               www.ntrixscaffolding.co.ukwww.ntrixscaffolding.co.ukwww.ntrixscaffolding.co.ukwww.ntrixscaffolding.co.uk

Tel: 01304 213960   Email: admin@ntrixscaffolding.co.uk 

 

Dover Demolition 

Small and large 
domestic & commercial 

Demolition works. 

Covering Dover and the 
wider Kent area. 

Garden Clearance 
Asbestos Removal   

   Contact Neil Rix on  
07860 247 612 for your 

free estimate. 

N.T. Rix Skips   

From 4 yard skips to 
40 yard bins. Covering 

Dover & East Kent. 

We offer fast, friendly 
and efficient services 
at competitive prices. 

Call our office to book 
your skip today!

oday! 

N.T. Rix Scaffolding   

 Quality Scaffolding 
solutions for Dover & 

the wider area. 

Over 30 yrs experience 

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial scaffolding. 

Contact Ben Rix on 
07834 176 050 for your 

free estimate 
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RIVER THEN AND NOW
SUE NICHOLAS

The village school had an intake of approximately 200 pupils. Some of the 
children had to walk back and forth to the village hall, mostly for their morning 
lessons as the old buildings could not accommodate all of the pupils.

The school kitchen was in the playground. This was later demolished and 
children were educated on site, albeit in mobiles in the playground, which 
meant less room to play. These were cold in the winter and hot in the summer, 
some pupils crawled under them!

I spent a lot of time going to and from the education ofÞce situated in Dover 
and then journeys to Folkestone where I hammered home that we needed 
new classrooms.

I recall bursting into a meeting that was about to close, as I had been to a 
meeting at DDC. I can still see the look on their faces; they said Ò  oh no! Not 
herÓ.  I demanded that the area for teaching our children should be signiÞcantly 
improved. Now we have an extension built and better facilities.

The school now has an intake of over 400 pupils with modern facilities. Rome 
was not built in a day, however, never one to give up, I banged desks. It was 
suggested I  become a governor. I became a governor eventually but not for 
River school. I became one at St Radigunds, where I spent 10 happy years.

 

Archcliffe Fort,  Archcliffe Road,  Dover  CT17 9EL 

New Castle Garden      Have a coffee 

Shop selling plants                and slice of cake 

& garden furniture                    at the Fort cafe 

Open Mon,-Fri 9am - 4.30pm & Sat 10am - 4pm 
We also sell clothing, bricabrac, books, new and second-hand Electricals 

Preloved, Retro, Restored & Painted Furniture at affordable prices! 

Email: fortshopdover@emmaus.org.uk 
www.emmaus.org.uk/dover Tel: 01304 204550 option 1 
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Specialist Cleaning of Carpets-Upholstery-Leather-Oriental Rugs-Hard Flooring 
 

                                          N.C.C.A. Trained & Certified 

                   Woolsafe Trained 

                   Established 1980 

Call 01304 821466 or 07770 524506 

KEVIN DOWLE & SON
01304 826080 or 07977 001447

Garden Clearance & Maintenance, Lawn Mowing ,
Hedge Trimming, Digging & Planting, Fencing, Gravelling & Brickwork,
Window & Patio Cleaning, Rubbish Clearing & Tip Runs

Painting, Household Chores and any other odd jobs

          The Old Crows Nest, 89 London Road, River, Dover, Kent CT16 3AA 

31
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For all those gardening and household jobs you
don’t like doing …. call Kevin on

01304 820505 or 07977 001447
Lawn Mowing , Hedge Trimming, Digging & Planting 

Window & Patio Cleaning, Rubbish Clearing & Tip Runs 
Painting, Household Chores and any other odd jobs 

          The Old Crows Nest, 89 London Road, River, Dover, Kent CT16 3AA

D&K GOYMER 
LANDSCAPING & GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS 

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION! 
Block paving, Tarmac or Concrete Driveways, Drop Kerbs, Footings, 

Retaining Walls, Garages and Conservatories. 

D. GOYMER 
GARDEN SERVICES 

Quality Close Board Fencing supplied and erected, Patios, Pergolas, 
Decking, Grass Cutting, Trees Lopped, Gardens Cleared. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED.  FULLY INSURED. 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY REGISTERED. 

RIVER RESIDENT.  Tel: 01304 824404 
              Mob:  07769 757399 

Visit us @ www.driveways-landscaping-kent.co.uk 

LYDDEN LIFTS 
       Stairlift Enquiries:- 

Mr J.V. Glass 
Tel: 01304 825534 

Mob: 07845 299408 

Email: lyddenlifts@hotmail.co.uk 

Hillview, 70 Canterbury Rd, Lydden, Dover, Kent. CT15 7ES 

C’est La Vie Coffee Shop
80-81 Biggin Street, Dover

Come and join our friendly atmosphere for an aromatic Italian Coffee,
Hot Chocolate, Tea or Speciality Tea

Enjoy a glass of Wine or a nice cold Beer in our covered outdoor seating area
Eat in or Take-away from our varied Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks Menus

Outside heating during winter
Open: 8am-4.30pm October - March;  8am-5.30pm April - October

Sundays 10am-4pm May - September

Garden & Driveway Services
For your Garden Makeovers Including:

Fencing, Patios, Retaining Walls, Pergolas, Decking and Pathways
Resin Bonded Shingle

Block Paved or Concrete Driveways

Phone today! For a FREE Quotation:
Dave Goymer: 07400 251512 / 01304 339003

07977 001447

4 Park Place, Dover, CT16 1DF

tHe  villaGe  maGaZine
of river, kent

rivall
Please contact Helen simmonds 

on 07900 815161 or email 
hsimmonds63@hotmail.co.uk to 

enquire about placing an advert or 
making a change to a current advert.

Prices to place adverts for four 
editions are as follows:

1/8th page: £55
1/4 page: £85
1/2 page: 160
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THE FESTIVE RIVER KITCHEN 
REBECCA WHALLEY

There is no Christmas treat I love more than Stollen. Originating from 
Germany, Stollen is a fruit-Þlled sweet bread ßavoured with spices and almonds. 
Making Stollen isnÕ t the fastest process in the world, but itÕ s sure worth the 
effort.

Now, some people are averse to marzipan - bizarre, I know - so feel free to 
leave it out if it doesn't suit your tastes.

Christmas Stollen Recipe

1. Soak the dried fruit in 100ml of boiled water. Warm through the apple 
juice in a pan and then add the yeast to it. Leave the yeast to activate 
for 10-15 minutes, during which it will start to bubble.

2. Put the ßour into a bowl. Stir in the yeast and juice mixture to form a 
dough. Cover and leave to prove somewhere warm until roughly 

100g mixed dried fruit with peel 1 tbsp icing sugar

180ml apple juice 30g blanched whole almonds

7g dried yeast 10g butter, melted

250g plain ßour, plus a little extra for 
dusting

75g cold marzipan, cut into small 
pieces

Generous pinch of ground cinnamon Generous pinch of ground aniseed or 
allspice

Small pinch of ground cloves
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doubled in size, around 1-2 hours. If you prefer you can put the dough 
in the fridge to rise slowly overnight.

3. Drain the fruit and add it to the dough, alongside the marzipan, nuts 
and spices. Knead everything together and then put the dough on a 
lightly-ßoured work surface. Knead until the fruit stays in the dough.

4. Shape the dough into a sausage and place on a baking tray lined with 
baking paper. Cover it with a clean tea towel and leave it to prove 
somewhere warm for 30 minutes to 1 hour, until it has risen by about a 
quarter.

5. Remove the stollen from the oven and brush it with melted butter. 
Dust it with icing sugar. Leave it to cool before slicing it. 

Stollen tends to keep for quite a while, usually just under 2 weeks.

 

RIVER GARDENERSÕ  FLOURISHING 
COMMUNITY EVENTS
REECE JACONELLI

This year, we were thrilled to see an increase in both exhibits and exhibitors at 
our Shows, and despite the challenging weather, everyone truly shone! Each of 
the three shows featured a delightful array of exhibits from our talented 
Children, the enthusiastic Abbey Pre-school, the Artistic Photos from Astor 
Secondary School and the skilled Adults.

With your continued support, weÕ re excited to make the Shows even bigger 
and better in 2025. LetÕ s make it a year to remember!
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In July, our quiz event brought the community together and successfully raised 
funds for the Royal Marsden - thank you to everyone who participated!

The AGM took place on 2nd November, where we discussed plans for the 
future, and now weÕ re gearing up for the next exciting events.

Mark your calendars for an exciting RACE NIGHT on 7th December  at the 
welcoming River Village Hall in Dover. For a modest fee of £4, the evening will 
be packed with ten thrilling races. 

In the spirit of an American Supper, we invite you to bring your own delectable 
dishes and beverages. This pot luck-style event promises not only exhilarating 
races but also a delightful culinary experience, as you share and enjoy a variety 
of treats and drinks with your table. Join us for a night of fun, food, and friendly 
competition. Whether youÕ re a seasoned race enthusiast or just looking for a 
great night out, RACE NIGHT at River Village Hall is the place to be. DonÕ t miss 
out on this fantastic opportunity to connect with your community and enjoy an 
unforgettable evening.

Tickets available at rivergardeners.com/event/race-night-at-river-village-hall/.

Save the date: on February 22nd, join us for a heart-warming  COFFEE 
MORNING  from 10:00 to 12:00! Sip on your favourite brew, enjoy some 
delightful refreshments, and take the opportunity to catch up with friends old 
and new. This isnÕ t just about coffee - itÕ s about community, connection, and a 
cozy start to the day. DonÕ t miss out!

YouÕ ve got to check out our vibrant SPRING SHOW on 29th March - itÕ s going 
to be spectacular! This year, weÕ ve got an exciting twist with the Ò ChairmanÕ s 
ChallengeÓ . Embrace your green thumb and plant three Society daffodil bulbs 
(supplied at the AGM in November) in a pot. LetÕ s see who can grow the most 
stunning display. Ready, set, bloom! Mark your calendars and join us for an 
unforgettable celebration of nature and talent. See you there!

Calling all helping hands! We need enthusiastic volunteers for our upcoming 
show days. Whether you have a passion for helping out, or just want to be part 
of something special, we would love to have you on board. ItÕ s a fantastic 
opportunity to give back to the community, meet new people, and make a real 
impact. Join us and be a part of the magic that makes our shows unforgettable.
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Kelvin Turner 
Plumbing & Heating Services 

07376 000289 

We are a family run business  
covering the Dover area. 

With over 20 years’ experience within  
the industry, you  are assured of  

good advice and great workmanship  
with an eye for detail. 

Providing excellent customer  
and aftercare service. 

 Boiler & Gas Fire Servicing 
 Landlords Gas Safety Inspections 
 System Powerflushing 
 New Gas Fired Boiler Installation 
 General Plumbing Works 

Contact 07376 000289 or Email -    
KelvinTurnerPHServices@outlook.com 

 
LORNA’S 

Barber Shop 
2, High Street, Temple Ewell, 

Tel:  07512117730 
Opening Hours 

MONDAY CLOSED     
WEDNESDAY  
9am - 12pm 

TUES. THURS. FRI.   
9am - 4pm 

SATURDAY  
8am - 2pm  

GENTS ONLY  

KM Gardening Services 
 

All aspects of gardening performed including 

General maintenance and clearance 

Lawn mowing and care 

Weeding and pruning 

Tree surgery and stump grinding 

 

No job too small 

All waste removed and Licenced carrier 

Public Liability insured 

Phone: 01304 205320 

Mobile: 07779 295548 

Email Kevinjohn24@hotmail.com 
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CRABBLE CORN MILL
PHILIP WEST

FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEAS are being offered every Sunday, Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday until 19th December, except 8th and 15th December.  
Price is £16.00 for adults and £9.00 for children aged 8 and under.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA is being held on Sunday 8th and Sunday 15th 
December with sittings at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  Price is £17.50 for adults 
and £8.50 for children aged 8 and under.

SANTAÕ S GROTTO will be open from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday 8th and 
Sunday 15th December with admission only £15.00 per child.  To avoid 
congestion, we would request that admission, where possible, is kept to two 
adults.  Santa endeavours to provide good quality gifts according to the childÕ s 
age and gender on the day of their visit so please provide these details when 
booking.

EVENT BOOKINGS can be made online via our website crabblecornmill.org.uk 
or by calling into the site ofÞce between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Monday to 
Thursday.  It is essential that bookings for these events are made in good time 
to avoid disappointment.

A COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE will be held from 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday 10th 
December, led by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Bawtree.  Admission is FREE and minced 
pies and mulled wine will be served at the end to soothe all those sore throats 
after singing those well-known carols.

ACOUSTIC MUSIC NIGHTS will be held on Friday 29th November and Friday 
20th December from 7:00 p.m.

QUIZ NIGHTS will be held on Saturday 30th November and Saturday 21st 
December from 7:30 p.m.

Crabble Corn Mill Trust and its volunteers would like to take this opportunity 
to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
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RIVER VOICES

Living Lively Community choir for over 50Õ s Thursdays in term time 14:00-15:30 
River Methodist Church. No experience necessary and no need to be able to 
read music Ð  just come along and give it a try.  ItÕ s a lot of fun!

ÒS inging together has been proven to improve our sense of happiness and well-
being. Good for breathing, improving posture, muscle tension and making 
friendsÓ . 

For more informat ion contact Matthew on 0951 572920 or 
matthew@livinglively.org.uk
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DOVER FLOWER CLUB
FUN, FRIENDSHIP, AND FABULOUS FLOWERS

Dover Flower Club meets on the fourth Monday of the month at WhitÞeld 
Village Hall, Manley Close, CT16 3LY. Meetings start at 19:15 and are open to 
members and visitors who love and are interested in ßowers.

We have a full programme of events planned for 2025, including Floral Art 
demonstrations, workshops to improve membersÕ  skills, visits and competitions.

Our Þrst event is on Monday 24th February when Elaine Boobier will give a 
demonstration entitled Ô My Life in FlowersÕ .

Free refreshments available.

For more information contact Mig Kimpton: 07831 838851

MODEL BOAT ASSOCIATION
ALAN POOLE

You might be aware of the Model Boat Association Dover, the club that sails 
model boats on the lake at Kearsney Abbey right on our doorstep. What you 
may not know however, is the fact that we have been established at Kearsney 
since 1993, 31 years now. We sail all types of models from yachts to 
submarines and usually operate on Sunday mornings but also hold regular 
regattas during the summer months. We have a very competitive yacht section 
who race every other weekend from the south side of the lake. Currently, we 
have 55 members and one junior member.

We as a club try to encourage junior members (under 16) by teaching them 
how to construct models from a wide variety of materials and learn about the 
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electrics and painting skills. These skills will be an asset to them in later years. 
There are many experienced modellers who are willing to help our juniors and 
adults alike to enjoy this very interesting and relaxing hobby.

The Kearsney Abbey Lake is one of the most picturesque model boating lakes 
in the South of England and we are privileged to be able to use it. The lake has 
been used for model boating for many years with pictures of model yachts 
being sailed there going back for some time and it is wonderful to able to 
continue this tradition.

The lake is free to use for everybody and we as a club are keen to encourage 
responsible and respectful use of this community asset for the beneÞt of 
people and wildlife alike.

The Swans that have become very proliÞc recently can sometimes be 
dangerous to our models; as a result of their presence, we had hoped to use 
Russell Gardens for activities such as photography and periodic testing but this 
has not been possible.  

We are very privileged to have such a park and lake so close. We always like to 
have new members and if they can be local that would be even better, they 
would be made very welcome, plus, it would be easy for them to come down 
and use the facilities with us and sail their models.

Please come and say hello to us when you are in the Abbey and ask us 
questions about our hobby, we are always happy to talk to any interested 
members of the public. This wonderful location is an asset to us all.

ROYAL OAK RIVER

Just to say thank you to the kind customers and winning quiz teams who have 
donated hundreds of pounds over the past year to charities such as The Dover 
smART Project, RNLI, Help for Heroes, Dover Food Bank, and many others.

Their generosity is much appreciated!

25



Our aim is to provide high quality personalised nursing care to meet the needs 
of the individual whilst encouraging choice and independence in a friendly, 
relaxing and homely environment. 

We are sensitive to our resident’s requirements for privacy, confidentiality and 
personal dignity.

Fresh meals, regular activities and a full complement of highly trained nursing 
and care staff help us to maintain the best possible care and comfort for our 
residents.

Refurbishments to our home and improvements to our service are in process 
and ongoing.

If you or your loved one is considering the need for residential or nursing care, 
please feel free to contact us or come and visit us to see what we can offer.

We look forward to welcoming you to our home.

Temple Ewell Nursing Home
Wellington Road, Temple Ewell, Dover, Kent, CT16 3DB

01304 822206 (Office) / 01304 822246 (Nurses) 
www.crownwoodhealthcare.com

admintenh@crownwoodhealthcare.com / managertenh@crownwoodhealthcare.com

Local Lydden Hairdresser 
 

Ladies Cut & Dry From £23 
Ladies Cut From £17 

Perm, Cut & Dry From £48 
 

07795 362812 
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      Tai Chi - relax and get fit! 

- Wed, 3.30–4.30PM Wootton Hall, nr Lydden 

- Thu, 6-7PM Capel le Ferne Village Hall 

- Fri, 11AM-12PM Hawkinge Community Centre 

For details of these and other classes contact  

Anna: 01304 205 405 or visit www.pfstaichi.com 

Put the sparkle back into your oven with a 
call to your local Ovenclean specialist! 

Using advanced equipment and customised products, 
the Ovenclean system will remove all grease, fat and 

burnt on  carbon deposits quickly and efficiently, 

Call Lee Bosson  07532 677767 
Email: lee.bosson@ovenclean.com 

 

Mobile Foot Health Practitioner  

Gemma O’Connor  
Routine foot care, finger nail/toe  

nail cutting services,  
corns and fungal nail treatments. 

07935547892 
www.gemmaoconnor-FHP.co.uk 

👣👣 👣👣  
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WE SPECIALISE IN ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING, FROM PITCH TO FLAT,                   
SLATE TO TILE, FELT TO FIBREGLASS 

 NEW ROOFS/RE-ROOFS 
 SLATE & TILING 
 ROOF REPAIRS 
 FLAT ROOF—3 LAYER SYSTEM 
 FIBREGLASS ROOFS 

 RENDERING     
 ALL LEAD WORK 
 CHIMNEY STACKS 
 VELUX WINDOWS 
 UPVC FASCIA & SOFFITTS 

FAST, RELIABLE & LOCAL 

 GUTTERING 

CALL DALE/MATT ON
07917696961/07517505832

dalephilpott7@outlook.com
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USEFUL INFORMATION

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
Bookings for the River Village Hall can be made with Jean on 01304 823803.
More information on the Village Hall can be found at www.rivervillagehall.co.uk

HALL TRUSTEES
Village Hall Representatives Ð  Alison Dale & Jean Thomas

REPRESENTATIVES OF VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
WI Ð  Elaine Grayling
RGA Ð  Pat Hicks

RIVALL is published by the Village Hall Trust, a registered charity. Views 
expressed in RIVALL are not necessarily the views of the Trust.

RIVER VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
07.12 19:00-22:30 River GardenersÕ  Race Night
13.12 13:30 WI Poetry Afternoon
16.01 13:30 WI MembersÕ  Afternoon (Visitors Welcome)
20.02 13:30 WI Bev Williams Corn Dolly Workshop
22.02 10:00-12:00 River GardenersÕ  Coffee Morning
29.03 River GardenersÕ  Spring Show

EDITOR Jay Smalley 07584321414 editor.rivall@gmail.com

ADVERTS Helen 
Simmonds

07900815161 hsimmonds63@hotmail.co.uk

DISTRIBUTION Mary Eyre-
Jackson

823132
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OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS
29.11 & 20.12   19:00 Acoustic Music Night Crabble Corn Mill
30.11 & 21.12   19:30 Quiz Night Crabble Corn Mill
08.12 & 15.12   09:00 / 10:30 Breakfast with Santa Crabble Corn Mill
08.12 & 15.12   13:00-17:00 SantaÕ s Grotto Crabble Corn Mill
10.12   19:00 Community Carol Service Crabble Corn Mill

Festive Afternoon Teas at Crabble Corn Mill are available every Sun. Mon. Wed. 
Thurs. until 19.12 except 08.12 and 15.12.
For updates on events at the mill please visit www.crabblecornmill.org.uk

RIVER VILLAGE HALL ACTIVITIES
Please note that some of the following classes and activities only take place 
during term time. Please contact the corresponding telephone numbers for 
more information. 

MON (Except 
Bank Holidays)

YOGA
TAI-CHI
YOGA
KUNG FU
KARATE

10:30 Ð  11:30
12:00 Ð  13:00
13:15 Ð  14:15
17:30 Ð  18:30
19:00 Ð  21:00

07882 410895
07882 410895
07882 410895
07841 353109
07786 814998

TUES PILATES
KUNG FU 

18:00 Ð  19:00
19:00 Ð  20:30

07968 081959
07590 845212 

WED PILATES
YOGA

17:30 Ð  19:30
19:55 Ð  21:00

07834 839801
07513 129950

THURS BALLET
KUNG FU

15:30 Ð  18:30
19:00 Ð  20:30

07585 652694
07841 353109

FRI YOGA
KEEP FIT
BALLET

09:45 Ð  11:15
13:30 Ð  14:30
15:30 Ð  18:30

07513 129950
03000 412222
07585 652694

SAT BALLET 09:00 Ð  12:00 07585 652694
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PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman - Nick Dixon 07815 691638
Parish Clerk - Andrew Denyer 07518 414792

UTILITIES (EMERGENCIES ONLY)
Gas 0800 111999
UK Power Networks 0800 7838866
Water Board 0800 7311933

POLICE
Control Room 01622 690690
In an emergency 999
Non-emergencies 101
Kent Crimestoppers 0800 555 1111

HOSPITALS
Canterbury Hospital 01227 766877
William Harvey Hospital 01233 633331
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother Hospital 01843 225544

OTHER
NHS On call 111
River Pharmacy 01304 820573
Lydden Surgery 01304 832160
Dover Health Centre 01304 865500
Buckland Minor Injuries Unit 01304 222611

Citizens Advice, Dover 01304 202442
Library, Dover 01304 204241

Dover District Council 01304 821199

The Samaritans 116 123
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R. C. McDonald
GENERAL BUILDERS

Your local Builder with over fifty years experience

Extensions � Renovations � Alterations � General

Maintenance

Roofing � Painting & Decorating

Tel: 01304 821139 or Mobile: 07885 175683
for FREE ESTIMATE

Your Local External Cleaning Specialists
•	 Residential	&	Commercial
•	 Professional	Drive	&	Patio	Cleaning
•	 Window	Cleaning
•	 SoftWash	Render	/	Walls	&	Roof	Cleaning
•	 Soffit,	Fascia	&	Gutter	Cleaning
•	 Gutter	Vacuum	System

•	 Conservatory	Valet
•	 Solar	Panel	Cleaning
•	 Graffiti	Removal
•	 Pure	Water	Self	Service	Fill	Station
•	 Drone	Survey	/	Roof	Condition	Appraisals

T.
W.
E.

01304	269	109
www.purecleaninggroupltd.co.uk	
info@purecleaninggroupltd.co.uk

Please contact us for more information






